Introduction
The exploratory analysis of the first trip abroad is constructed on the hypothesis that structural changes and constraints in Romania influenced * Contact address: alin.croitoru@ulbsibiu.ro (A. Croitoru) 44 individual representations of countries they visited. The significant transformations which occurred in this country during the last decades create a fertile ground for this type of research because before 1989 the Romanian society was isolated and its borders were highly controlled, and now millions of Romanians live abroad. The short time in which this process has taken place and the variety of travel experiences allow us to differentiate between certain categories of people. The main dimensions that we keep in mind for this particular study are the historical period during which they left for their first time abroad, how much time they spent there and last but To be more specific, individuals' expectations are based on the political, economic and social reality of Romania and this implies that in order to understand these stories one has to contextualize Romania during each of these three periods. For the time before 1989, the key concept of the first trip abroad is freedom even if the destination countries were also communist. The images of countries visited during the first few years after the Romanian revolution (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) seem to revolve around the concept of diversity, specifically of goods and services, as well as cultural diversity. After this period, Romanians' stories about crossing borders are more about the different ways in which work is rewarded.
Historically, during this period from 1996 to 2006 Romanian flows of migration to Italy and Spain are strengthened and consolidated (Sandu 2010a) . After Romanian integration into the EU a new set of motives for travelling arose. Work is still the main driver of migration, but leisure or educational trips are often mentioned as motivations for first trip abroad.
This puzzle of time, destination and motives reconstructs the way in which Romanians started their transnational careers and gives us an insight into the individuals' framing process of travelling abroad during different periods.
The migration phenomenon has important implications in different aspects of the Romanians' life. A series of recent studies pointed out numerous effects on different dimensions of the Romanian society -through economic remittances (Dăianu, Voinea and Tolici 2001; Sandu 2012) or 'brain drain' (Reisz 2010 ) and social remittances with direct implications in changing social norms and values (Vlase 2013a, b) as well as demographical changes (Mihalache 2010; Avramescu 2009 ). The experience of living abroad influences people's orientation toward Europe and their opinions about the enlarging process of the EU (Roeder 2011) . In the case of Romania, Sandu (2010b) emphasizes the importance of direct (former migrants) or indirect contact (in the case of migrant left-behinds) with other countries in changing Romanians' attitudes and behaviours. Our paper follows this line of thought and illustrates certain aspects concerning Romanians' first direct contacts with other countries and the impact of these experiences to their lives. There is a high probability that Romanians' transnational careers are quite similar to other Central or Eastern-Europeans stories. The shared communist background, the gradual access to western destinations and the significant segment of labour migrants in the total number of migrants constitute premises which allow for such comparisons.
Methodology
Several EUCROSS 1 working papers proposed 'cross-border practices' as the main concept for analysing physical and non-physical mobility (Favell et al. 2011; Hanquinet and Savage 2013; Salamońska, Baglioni and Recchi 2013) .
This concept is seen as a broader framework for understanding transnational and cosmopolitan behaviours as well as international migration. The conceptual tool proved to be useful in distinguishing between certain dimensions of daily and extraordinary practices:
'less permanent and more hybrid forms of border-crossing have been on the rise in the last decades: physical mobility such as transnational commuting, cross-border business and shopping, or split location lifestyles, and non-physical mobility such as the movement of money and savings, the consumption of international media, participation in virtual communities formed by people of different nationalities' (Favell et al. 2011, 24) .
On this basis we should mention that our paper deals only with practices of physical mobility.
The EUCROSS project was based on mixed mode methodology and had two distinct research phases: firstly, a phone survey was conducted with representative samples for the native population in Denmark, Germany, Italy, Romania, Spain, and the United Kingdom; in addition there were two samples of Romanian and Turkish migrants, each sample consisted of 250 people; secondly, there was a qualitative approach focused on interviewing people with high level of transnationalism. This paper is based on fortyeight interviews conducted with Romanian citizens who live in previously mentioned European countries. From each of these samples, ten Romanian citizens were chosen on the basis of their answers to the phone survey 2 in each of these countries and in the summer of 2013, they were interviewed 1 The Europeanisation of Everyday Life: Cross-Border Practices and Transnational Identities among EU and Third-Country Citizens. http://www.eucross.eu/cms/. 2 The level of transnationalism was measured on the basis on an index constructed in the EUCROSS Project and its main dimensions were linked to cross-border practices (physical and virtual mobility, cosmopolitan consumption and competencies) and transnational background and private network (Pötzschke 2012, 16) .
face-to-face 3 . The EUCROSS research design allowed for each of these samples to include eight people with high level of transnationalism and two with low level of transnationalism. Complementary, these respondents were selected, taking into account their gender and level of education (see Table 1 for the distribution of the sample). For this paper we selected only the interviews with people with a high level of transnationalism. Focusing the research on the transnational people, our perspective is not representative for the Romanian migration as a whole. Women  2  2  2  2  2  2  High  Men  2  2  2  2  2  2  Women  2  2  2  2  2  2   High   Low  Men  2  2  2  2  2  2  Women  1  1  1  1  1  1  Low  Men  1  1  1  1  1  1  Total  10  10  10  10  10  10 There are certain limits generated by this type of methodological approach. Firstly, only a part of the sample accepted and provided a telephone number to be contacted for face-to-face interviews. Thus, selfselection influenced the content of the sample interviewed in the second phase of the project. Secondly, there were significant differences between Romanian immigrants depending on the country where they live. On the one hand, the field research in Germany and Denmark was conducted 3 The interviews were conducted by two different scholars of the University of Bucharest. Cristian is a Romanian migrant in Germany and his case is interesting for us because during the communist period he was allowed to go abroad. In the early 1970s along with ten colleagues he was sent to East Germany to work for about 14 months in a power station. A few years later, in 1988, this person was able to move abroad before the fall of communism. Asked about his feelings during his first trip he said: Even if during the communist period Romania was isolated, there were few people who were able to go abroad and their stories allow us to identify some of the important starting points for a 'transnational career'
Of course I was feeling extraordinary. I mean, this air I felt, I mean it doesn't have, what may I tell you? This soul and body freedom, I felt it of course then and when I went to Germany the second time. I don't feel it
analysis. On the one hand, we have cases of Romanians who left for good, mainly because they had opposing political views and many of these departures were directly or indirectly forced by the communist authorities.
On the other hand, that historical period gave rise to certain opportunities of going abroad, namely trips organized by the communist authorities. This second type could be unpacked on the basis of stories briefly discussed above. These people saw in the 1970s that there are other possible ways of living and they noticed important economic, social, cultural and political differences between Romania and other countries. The distorted image intensively promoted by the communist authorities could be questioned and this was the result of going abroad and seeing other systems. This specific type of crossing borders during the communist period has some distinctive features. Firstly, these people were carefully selected by the authorities and their chances to go abroad were influenced by certain characteristics such as having a family who remained at home, having a 'clean political record' and being considered eligible by the Romanian Security Department. Secondly, an important role in organizing these trips abroad could be linked to the idea of group departures; this was significant because in this situation individuals knew that the system still had the power to supervise them.
Other members of the group would be responsible for supervising the entire group and to prevent attempts to defect.
B. The period of limited mobility (1990-2006)
After the communist regimes collapsed a new period began for Romania:
people were free to leave the country as they wished, however this did not mean complete freedom to travel as visa restrictions were imposed by most of the countries -this is why we are referring to this period of Romanian migration abroad in terms of limited mobility. New destinations and new motives began to spread and the first trip abroad receives a new meaning.
During the first few years of openness we should draw a clear distinction regarding practices of crossing-borders. Firstly there was consistent emigration of Romanian citizens with German and Hungarian ethnic origins towards these two countries (Sandu 2010a, 39) . These flows of long term migration play an important role because some of the people who emigrated in the early 1990s provided information, opportunities and networks for Romanian temporary migrants (Sandu 2010a, 79) . Secondly our interviews with transnational Romanians bring to the light a less explored category of first trip abroad, namely those travelling to Turkey. These trips to Turkey focus mainly on entrepreneurial opportunities. The process of economic reconfiguration of the Romanian market generated business incentives for people eager to go abroad (for trade). This 'Turkey boom' was possible because it was an accessible destination geographically and economically. Gradually, Romanians abandoned Turkey as a destination and they began to explore new destinations, mainly EU countries (Sandu et al. 2006; Sandu 2010a) . Furthermore, travelling abroad evolved into more medium or long term fixed employment either within or outside of the regulated system, and this became the key element of their stories. In order to distinguish between the first trips abroad in this period of 'limited mobility' it is useful to take into account the duration, their expectations, experiences and images of these destinations.
In some ways, Turkey was a path to diversity and richness in terms of goods and services, and this destination represented an opened door to social diversity (in terms of social stratification) and cultural diversity (taking into account the differences regarding familial and religious values).
In general, trips to Turkey had an entrepreneurial basis because in Romania at that time there was a scarcity of goods and many Romanians transformed suddenly into merchants and traders. The relationship between entrepreneurial orientation and travelling for the first time abroad generate a specific category of experiences. These individuals discovered opportunities on the goods market (Kirzner 1973 (Kirzner , 1990 ) and for taking advantage of these they had to go abroad. From an economic perspective these people assume a status of 'arbitrageurs' (White 1990) The negative feelings towards their native country, the danger of this trip and the welfare system encountered left an indelible imprint of these countries seen by Romanians at that specific time.
During this period of limited mobility, Romanians explored existing opportunities and collected information about different destinations (Sandu et al. 2006, 24) . These changes were the result of the fact that more Romanians decided to take advantage of better labour opportunities located in other countries. As a consequence, the duration of these first trips abroad changed and therefore it is useful to distinguish between circular labour migrants and semi-permanent labour migrants. The first category includes people who left abroad for the first time usually for a period of three months and returned to Romania and they were engaged repeatedly in this type of labour migration. The second category is formed mainly by those people who left Romania around 2000 and who assumed an irregular status for years in the destination country (Italy and Spain became the main destinations).
Circular migration is a broad topic in migration studies and covers different types of repeated cross-border movements. Depending on the context encountered at destination, these types of circular labour migrants could become permanent migrants (Constan and Zimmermann 2011) . In our paper, the destination is seen by Romanian migrants as a means of securing a better life and mainly as a possible path for improving the economic level 57 of individuals or families (Potot 2010; Voicu 2005 Even if people accepted low paid jobs, they were able to experience the feeling of relative wealth (their social status improved at origin). These trips lived there for a while and she paid him a visit: 'it was just relaxing, having fun and I didn't work' -according to Faist, Fauser and Reisenauer (2013, 104) she already had been part of a transnational space because she was in touch with her uncle. In fact, the next year she took a new trip to Spain and that time she took a job for a couple of months. When her uncle decided to move from Spain to Denmark she decided to emigrate and asked him for a job. A different example is provided by Ruxandra. She lives in London and her first trip abroad was a touristic visit to Greece a few years ago. Her story offers us a new argument in this line. She mentions that she had a very pleasant time during this trip and adds that:
I was in Greece I thought to myself 'how would it be if I were to move to another country? I wonder how it would be.' (Ruxandra, 23, woman, resident in the United Kingdom).
These two examples show how a first touristic trip can transform into a starting point for a decision to emigrate and a transnational life. Positive experiences abroad give people direct access to information about other countries and can motivate them to go again abroad for longer periods.
To sum up, the Table 2 
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